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About me

• Humanities education

• Peer review

• Research Advocate
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Today’s outline

• Context

• The impact of Covid-19

• Three factors

• Preprints and emerging developments

• Peer review and emerging developments

• The future
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Speed and progress
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1. An impatient society
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2. Questioning truth
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3. The push for openness
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The state of preprints (1)
https://europepmc.org/Preprints
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Preprints: Their Evolving 

Role in Science 

Communication

Iratxe Puebla, Jessica Polka 

and Oya Rieger

https://dx.doi.org/10.31222

/osf.io/ezfsk

https://europepmc.org/Preprints
https://dx.doi.org/10.31222/osf.io/ezfsk


The state of preprints (2)

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.12033672.v52 9

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.12033672.v52


Information, information, information
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Preprints integrity
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Speed: good or bad?

https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-

health/qa-why-jamas-editor-finds-pandemic-

answers-conversation
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Preprints: emerging developments
• COVID 19 Rapid Review: https://oaspa.org/covid-19-rapid-review-collaboration-initiative/

• Review Commons: https://www.reviewcommons.org/

• Rapid Reviews: Covid-19 (RR:C19): https://rapidreviewscovid19.mitpress.mit.edu/

• Prelights: https://prelights.biologists.com/

• PREreview: https://prereview.org/

• ASAPBio Crowd Preprint: https://asapbio.org/join-crowd-preprint-review

• ASAPBio Preprint Reviewer Recruitment Network: https://asapbio.org/preprint-reviewer-
recruitment-network

• Peer Community In: https://peercommunityin.org/

• Sciety: https://sciety.org/
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The state of peer review (1)

It’s always 
been this 
way!

There’s only one 
form of peer 
review!

Peer review 
is 
unpopular!

There aren’t 
enough peer 
reviewers!
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The state of peer review (2)

https://reimaginereview.asapbio.org/
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https://reimaginereview.asapbio.org/


Peer review: emerging developments (1)

‘Peer review takes too long’

• Post-publication peer review
• Crowd-sourced peer review
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Peer review: emerging developments (2)

‘The quality of peer review is poor’

• ‘Better Peer Review’ at Wiley
https://secure.wiley.com/better-peer-review

• Academic kindness
Better 

research

Greater 
confidence in 
peer review

Good peer 
review
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Peer review: emerging developments (3)

‘Peer review is a black box’

• Transparent peer review
• STM Peer review taxonomy
• Standardised reviewer scoresheet
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Peer review: emerging developments (4)

‘There is a shortage of reviewers’

• Discoverability
• Diversity, equity and inclusion
• Journal transfer networks
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Look to the future

1. Expect greater breadth

https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/researcher/an-undisciplined-view-of-the-future
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Look to the future

2. Expect greater specialisation

data, methods, ethics, coding…
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Look to the future

3. Expect greater diversity
https://www.peoplemattersglobal.com/article/leadership/leadin

g-with-cognitive-diversity-in-the-face-of-covid-19-25621
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Look to the future

4. Expect more technology
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Look to the future

5. Expect more power to the author
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Thank you for listening. Contact:

miwillis@wiley.com

@mwillispub 

https://www.linkedin.com/
in/michael-willis-86b3423/
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